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Education Committee  

Connecticut General Assembly 

State Capitol 

Hartford, CT. 06106 

 

To the Education Committee: 

 

I am writing to you in support of  HB 5285 that would give equal access to science-based climate 

and energy education in our schools. Mandated climate crisis education is an urgent need if we 

are to save human civilization from the ravages of unchecked climate change that we are already 

experiencing in the world.  The latest report from the International Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) leaves no doubt.  It is time for all-hands-on-deck, and that includes our children, who 

will have to live with the choices we make right now. 

 

It is important that youth understand the interconnections between our actions and our outcomes, 

and science teaches this. Youth should be prepared for job opportunities and also learn the 

importance of resilience planning. As a voter and an educator myself,  I know it is important to 

implement an effective climate crisis education plan, that is, to help close the opportunity gap, 

further environmental justice and protect the environment by educating all children in 

grades three to twelve, inclusive, about: the science of climate change; the role humans play 

in accelerating climate change; ways to increase climate resilience; ways to lower our 

carbon emissions related to energy production and use; and provide equal access to climate 

change information so as to equip all students, regardless of school district, with the tools 

necessary to be part of a green economy.   

 

I am hopeful that as leaders you will support this action by co-sponsoring the Climate Education 

Bill HB5285, voting in support, and ensuring this education is offered to our students as soon as 

possible to prepare them for career opportunities and for climate change impacts. And please 

give added incentive to school administrators by putting climate change on the annual 

standardized tests.  If it is on the test, they will teach it. This is important to me because I, 

myself, go into schools in southeastern Connecticut to teach students about climate change.  I 

have witnessed firsthand, with very few exceptions, the lack of climate crisis curricula in 

schools, the ignorance of the issue in students, teachers and administrators, and the hunger for 

more information and strategies to help mitigate this existential threat to humanity. 

 

Thank you for your leadership, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hugh D. Birdsall 

Education Coordinator 

Reforest the Tropics 

203-606-0211 



hdbirdsall@aol.com 
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